
Mayor and Council 1 
Minutes 2 

May 21, 2007 3 
  4 

  5 
Mayor Cherchi called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 6 
  7 
Mayor Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Council President Heveran led in the 8 
Flag Salute. 9 
  10 
Council Present:        Mayor Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo   11 

and Raucci  12 
  13 
Council Absent:         Councilwoman Raspa-Gore 14 
  15 
Also Present:              Borough Attorney Giblin, Borough Administrator Terhune 16 
  17 
Also Absent:               Borough Clerk, Fran Lehmann 18 
  19 
Mayor Cherchi announced the Meeting is being conducted pursuant to the Open 20 
Meeting Act. 21 
  22 
Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit. 23 
  24 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 25 
  26 
Julie Deimer – 500 Ridgeland Terrace – Consideration for Home School Association 27 
Mrs. Deimer spoke to the Governing Body regarding a Crossing Guard at Christie and 28 
Grand Avenue .  Mayor Cherchi responded. 29 
  30 
Tom Toronto, 173 Sylvan Avenue – Mr. Toronto came to the meeting as a representative 31 
of the Planning Board, regarding the Meadowview Fence. Mr. Giblin reported this item is 32 
on the agenda for Closed Session and could not be discussed in open because of possible 33 
litigation. 34 
Councilman Raucci inquired if it would be good to have the fence removed. 35 

  36 
Councilman Hawkins inquired if Meadowview received a variance? 37 

  38 
REPORTS  39 

  40 
Finance and Administration – No Report 41 

  42 
Laws & Ordinances - No Report 43 

  44 



Police – Councilman Raucci noted there would be a Police Committee meeting next 45 
Tuesday. Councilman Raucci reported that the new recruit is doing very well and will 46 
start work officially in June. Mr. Terhune brought to the attention of the Governing Body 47 
the request by Chief Ziegler to approve the appointment of a Park Ranger.  The 48 
Resolution will be included in the Resolutions. Council President Heveran noted that the 49 
Police Department was well represented at Leonia Day.  50 
 51 
Fire – Council President Heveran gave a report for the month of April. Mayor Cherchi 52 
inquired if the Fired Department kept track of the number of private homes they were 53 
called out during the recent storm? Council President Heveran stated yes. Mr. Terhune 54 
reported that all information from FEMA has been forwarded to the Mr. Chace the OEM 55 
Coordinator. Council President Heveran reported on the Memorial Day Services at the 56 
Fire House at 9:00am, Monday, May 28, 2007.  57 

  58 
Public Works – Councilman Hawkins commended the DPW for a good job on Leonia 59 
Day. Council President Heveran brought to every ones attention the receptacles on Broad 60 
Avenue are overflowing on Friday and Saturday. Councilman Raucci noted they are also 61 
that way when there are three day weekends. Councilman Raucci suggested perhaps pay 62 
overtime for Sunday pick-up on a three day weekend. Councilman Hawkins feels this is a 63 
coordination effort. He will meet with Mr. Saitta, and find a solution.  64 
 65 
Real Estate Committee – No report 66 

  67 
Administrator – Mr. Terhune reported on all ongoing projects. Mr. Terhune gave an 68 
update on the construction in Borough Hall. 69 

 70 
Mayor – Thanked all the volunteers for another successful Leonia Day. There will be a 71 
reception at the Library to honor Lee Lehman, David Boyd, North Pederson and Carol 72 
Karels for their accomplishments in Historic Preservation on Sunday, June 10th from 2-73 
4pm. Mayor Cherchi noted he sent a letter to Mr. Terhune from the Northwest Sewer 74 
Authority that has truck that videos sewer pipes. This would be shared service. Mr. 75 
Terhune noted that Bergen County recently purchased a similar vehicle and has asked the 76 
Mr. Saitta to inquire about the cost of using the vehicle and the availability.  77 

  78 
Special Bodies – Councilman Hawkins applauded all committees for there work on 79 
Leonia Day.  80 

  81 
Councilman Puzzo – Board of Health is concerned about the Exxon contamination. 82 
Councilman Hawkins reported that Mr. Brennan an attorney, who is a member of the 83 
Environmental Commission is looking into the contamination of those sites and has 84 
contacted the NJDEP. Mr. Brennan is not working on behalf of the Borough or the 85 
Environmental Commission but a concerned resident. The residents have hired their own 86 
attorneys. Exxon is doing studies on individual properties.  87 
Councilman Puzzo reported the Board of Health would like to raise cat and dog fees. 88 

  89 



 RESOLUTIONS 90 
  91 
Council President Heveran made a motion to approve Resolutions 07-126 through 07-92 
132, seconded by Councilman Puzzo.  93 
Roll call vote: Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo and Raucci voted yes. 94 
Councilwoman Raspa-Gore was absent. Resolutions approved. 95 
  96 
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 97 
  98 
Adoption of Ordinance 11-07 entitled: 99 
  100 
BOND ORDINANCE TO BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 101 
REPLACEMENT OF SANITARY SEWER MAINS ON SPRING STREET AND 102 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SALT STORAGE DOME IN, BY AND FOR THE 103 
BOROUGH OF LEONIA, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW 104 
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,000,000 TO PAY THE COST 105 
THEREOF, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH 106 
APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND 107 
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH 108 
BONDS. 109 

Borough Administrator read the Ordinance by Title 110 
Public Hearing No one Spoke 111 

Council President Heveran made a motion seconded by Councilman Puzzo to approve on 112 
final reading Ordinance 11-07. 113 
  114 
Roll cal vote: Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo and Raucci voted yes. 115 
Councilwoman Raspa-Gore was absent. Ordinance 11-07 adopted. 116 
 117 
Unfinished Business 118 
 119 

a) Veto of Ordinance 10-07 Regulating Nail Salons – Mr. Giblin stated he has a 120 
Resolution to override the Mayor’s veto.  121 
Resolution 07-133 – Councilman Raucci made a motion to approve Resolution 122 
07-133 seconded by Council President Heveran. On discussion Councilman 123 
Hawkins stated this Ordinance was adopted with the idea of making changes in 124 
this community. It has been construed by the Mayor that the Governing Body is 125 
discriminating against women and minorities. There is a parking problem in this 126 
community which we are trying to resolve. This Ordinance is meant to open up 127 
new opportunities for business not shut down any. Councilman Puzzo would like 128 
to add: “Whereas that the Council in no way enacted this ordinance to restrict any 129 
minority group with the ordinance presented”. Councilman Puzzo made a motion 130 
to amend seconded by Councilman Hawkins. Councilman Raucci echoed the 131 
sentiments of Councilmen Puzzo and Hawkins. Councilman Puzzo made a motion 132 
to amend the resolution further to include; “Whereas the Planning Board has 133 
approved this Ordinance” seconded by Council President Heveran. Roll call vote: 134 



Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo Raucci, Councilwoman Raspa-135 
Gore was absent. Amendments approved. 136 
Councilman Puzzo made a motion to approve as amended Resolution 07-133 137 
seconded by Councilman Raucci. Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, 138 
Hawkins, Puzzo and Raucci voted yes. Councilwoman Raspa-Gore was absent 139 
Resolution 07-133 approved. 140 

 141 
CORRESPONDENCE 142 
None 143 
 144 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 145 
 146 
No one spoke. 147 
 148 
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION F 149 
Councilman Puzzo made a motion seconded by Councilman Raucci to go into Closed 150 
Session to discuss Personnel and Litigation. All in favor none opposed. 151 
 152 
Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman Hawkins made a motion to come out of 153 
Closed Session.  All in favor none opposed. 154 
 155 
Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman Raucci made a motion to adjourn at 156 
8:45pm.  All in favor none opposed. Meeting adjourned. 157 
 158 
Respectfully submitted, 159 
 160 
 161 
 162 
Fran Lehmann, RMC 163 
Borough Clerk 164 
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